
C O N N E C T I N G  K I D S  A N D  T H E I R  F A M I L I E S  T O  T H E  O U T D O O R S   1  

 

 

The team at Colorado Parks and Wildlife 

(CPW) and the Schools and Outdoor Learning 

Environments (SOLE) program wishes you a 

wonderful and successful academic school 

year.   

 

SOLE is now in its sixth year!  This year we 

have added seven new schools to the 48 

schools from the previous year. We are excit-

ed to be working with all 55 schools, and  are 

eager to provide field trip opportunities, in-

class programs,  as well as Family Nature 

Nights at your schools. 

 

Our collective efforts increase interest and 

participation in the outdoors by connecting 

students and their families to environmental 

education programs, outdoor locations and 

partner organizations for additional recreation 

activities.  

The SOLE program is working with 55 schools statewide to fulfill one simple 

mission: Connect kids and their families to the outdoors! 

 

Funded by Great Outdoors Colorado, SOLE provides 4th grade students with 

the opportunity to go on three field trips, receive in-class programming, and 

have a Family Nature Night event held at their school. SOLE also offers outdoor 

programs and events for families, and professional development for teachers. 

 

Fall Into the New School Year with SOLE 

 

 

VISI T OUR 

WEBSITE 

For blogs, photos, updates 

and more at cpwsole.org 

 

FOLLOW US  

 

 

Facebook 

Facebook.com/cpwsole 

 

 

 

 

Instagram 

Instagram.com/cpwsole 

 Schools and Outdoor Learning Environments (SOLE) HOW ARE WE FUNDED? 

Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) 

invests a portion of the Colorado Lot-

tery proceeds to help preserve and 

enhance the state’s parks, trails, wildlife, 

rivers and open spaces.   

Half of GOCO funds are dedicated to 

CPW projects, including support for 

environmental education programs and 

youth outreach. Colorado Lottery 

games fully fund SOLE, making us all 

winners! 
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P A G E  2  

 

 

 Fun things to do in Fall... 
 
#21 Jump into a pile of 
leaves 
 
#26 Go on a hayride 
 
#27 Pick an apple from 
a tree and eat it 
 
#46 Tell ghost stories 
around a campfire 
 
#37 Catch a snowflakes 
on your tongue  
 

 

 

Talk ‘n Turkey 

Talk’n Turkey 

Did you know that Colorado is home to two subspecies of wild turkey? The two subspecies are the na-

tive Merriam's and the Rio Grande, which was introduced to the state in 1980. Colorado’s native Merri-

am’s turkeys can be found on the Front Range and Western Slope while Rio Grande turkeys can be 

found in the eastern part of the state.  Colorado Parks and Wildlife actively manages the turkey popula-

tions and they are thriving across the state.    

Fun Facts 
 Not all turkeys gobble. The only turkeys that gobble are male turkeys called toms. The female tur-

key, called a hen, actually cackles. 

 Wild turkeys can run at speeds of up to 25 miles per hour and fly as fast as 55 miles per hour. 

 Despite being such big birds, they like to sleep in groups perched up in tree branches.  

 Turkeys' heads change colors when they become excited.  

 Benjamin Franklin never proposed the turkey as a symbol for America, but he did once praise it as 

being “a much more respectable bird” than the bald eagle. 

 

 

 

There are millions of 
things to do outside 
when you’re a kid, but 
some are more fun than 
others.  

Click here for THE LIST 

https://generationwild.com/the-list/


C O N N E C T I N G  K I D S  A N D  T H E I R  F A M I L I E S  T O  T H E  O U T D O O R S   3  

 

 

 

SOLE Art Contest 2018-2019 

The theme for this year’s contest is:  “Going Places in Colorado…”    

This November SOLE will send out detailed information to participating 
SOLE schools and families about the art contest. 

 

 

Outdoor Adventure Expo May 18, 2019 
Don’t miss this FREE event at Cherry Creek State Park, Aurora, 

Colorado for SOLE families. Try a variety of outdoor activities in-

cluding fishing, archery, and more!  Visit with exhibitors, grab lunch at a 

food truck, and learn about opportunities to connect with nature in 

your area.  Stay tuned for more information!   
 
 

Where to Go?  What to Do Outside?  
While there are lots of outdoor activities to do around Colorado, sometimes its hard to find infor-

mation about them.  Here are a few websites that provide information and ideas on where to go 

and what to do!    

 CPW maintains a webpage “Things to Do” https://cpw.state.co.us/thingstodo/ 

 The federal land and water agencies, such as the National Park Service, US Fish and Wildlife 

Service, USDA Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management host a website 

“Recreation.gov”  

 November 11 - Veterans Day is a Fee Free Day.  The National Parks, US Fish and Wild-

life Refuges and National Forests have waived entrance fees on November 11, 2018.  

 

If you have a fourth grader in your family The Every Kid in a Park pass provides free access to 

federal public lands and waters. To obtain the free pass, fourth grade students can visit Every Kid in 

a Park, participate in a short educational activity, and then download the paper pass to print and 

bring with them to visit more than 2,000 public lands and waters nationwide. 

 

As the seasons change to winter, check out Colorado Ski Country USA 5th and 6th grade 

passport program...let it snow, let it snow   

https://cpw.state.co.us/thingstodo/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.recreation.gov/
https://www.recreation.gov/marketing.do?goto=acm%2FExplore_Go_Lists%2Fvisit-public-lands-on-fee-free-days-in-2018.htm&type=_article_
https://www.everykidinapark.gov/
https://www.coloradoski.com/passport
https://www.coloradoski.com/passport
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Adults, youth and families can volunteer with CPW.  There are volunteer opportunities 

in every season, where you can help CPW with managing wildlife, raptor monitoring, 

saving historic structures, and building or restoring trails and campgrounds. 

If you enjoy the beauty and diversity of Colorado’s outdoors, then become an active 

steward by joining CPW in conserving our natural resources for future generations.   

Interested? Check out the CPW’s volunteer webpage and register. Volunteers who earn 

48 volunteer hours receive a FREE Volunteer Parks Pass! 

Colorado Parks and Wildlife 
The mission of Colorado Parks and Wildlife is to perpetuate the wildlife resources of the state, to provide a quality state 

parks system, and to provide enjoyable and sustainable outdoor recreation opportunities that educate and inspire current 

and future generations to serve as active stewards of Colorado’s natural resources. The agency manages 41 state parks, 

all of Colorado’s wildlife, more than 300 state wildlife areas and a host of recreational programs.  Funded 

primarily through user fees, GOCO grants, and federal and state grants, CPW strives to ensure efficient and 

effective use of financial and human resources.  Wildlife and outdoor recreation represent an important part of 

Colorado’s economy and quality of life, accounting for an estimated $34.5 billion in total significance.   

Get Involved, Give Back - Be a Volunteer 

 
by Shiv Gosh, CPW Volunteer  

This year I decided to volunteer for the 

Walleye Spawn Operation. It was the 

most satisfying thing that I could have 

done from 7 am to 12 noon on a Satur-

day morning.  

In every opportunity where I have asso-

ciated closely with our biologists and 

wildlife officers; I have learned so much 

about our ecosystem and what goes 

into making our outdoors so vibrant 

and bountiful. I look forward to my 

next opportunity to volunteer with the 

CPW. 

Read more volunteer highlights here 

http://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Volunteers/Pages/Opportunities.aspx#/
https://sites.google.com/state.co.us/volnewsletter-summer2018/volunteer-highlights

