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Fun Activities       
For Your   
Family

How Are We Funded?
Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) 
invests a portion of the Colorado 
Lottery proceeds to help preserve 
and enhance the state’s parks, trails, 
wildlife, rivers and open spaces.  

Half of GOCO funds are dedicated to 
CPW projects, including support for 
environmental education programs 
and youth outreach. Colorado Lot-
tery games fully fund SOLE, making 
us all winners!
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List of              
Upcoming 
Events Near 
You

Family Newsletter
Get Out and Grow Wild 
Spring is a good time to start planning your outdoor adventures - 
either in your backyard or in a new wild place, away from home.  
It is also time to make reservations for your favorite camping spot. 

One of the most challenging parts of raising a Generation Wild 
child is finding easy stuff to do outside. Backyard Hacks is a series 
of short, fun how-to videos of things you can do with kids in the 
backyard.

The videos include:  how to create a worm hotel, plant a sock  
garden, bake sun oven s’mores and make a soda bottle sprinkler! 
Generation Wild also has more great ideas on what to do ouside 
this spring. See examples from their 100 things-to-do-list below.

#4 Create a  
Sidewalk Mural
Fun and easy to do 
at home. Erase and 
repeat. 

#17 Fly a kite
On a windy day let 
your kite go wild  
and free on the  
spring breeze. 

#36 Plant a Seed
Plant a seed and 
watch it grow.  
Then replant it in  
your summer garden.

https://generationwild.com/the-list/
https://generationwild.com/backyard-hacks/
https://generationwild.com/backyard-hacks/
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Untrammbled Landscapes:   
Explore State Wildlife Areas
State Wildlife Areas (SWAs) are state- or 
privately-owned lands that offer wildlife- 
related recreation to the public. While 
most activities focus on hunting and 
fishing, each SWA has different allowed 
activities, based on location and available 
resources.

Find information about SWAs here 

Archery 
Did you know that Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife has 3-D ranges? Check out the 
ones at Barr Lake or Cheyenne Mountain.  
Other State Parks have standing ranges 
and may offer archery clinics that teach 
safety and good shooting skills.  

Find an archery range here 
Find additional State Park ranges here

Colorado Fishing Atlas 
Whether you are a seasoned angler or  
you have never picked up a rod before,  
finding a place to fish in Colorado has  
never been easier! The Colorado Fishing 
Atlas,  is the latest interactive mapping tool  
offered by Colorado Parks and Wildlife. It 
allows you to search for fishing  
opportunities by species, specific  
interest or proximity to your location. 

https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/Pages/WildlifeAreaMap.aspx
https://cpw.state.co.us/thingstodo/Pages/ShootingRanges.aspx
https://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas
https://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas
https://cpw.state.co.us/thingstodo/Pages/RangesRegion.aspx
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Web Tools to Find 
Outdoor Fun
Here are a few websites with           
information and ideas on where  
to go and what to do. Print this 
page or save the web addresses  
to quickly find events and  
outdoor activities. 

Colorado Parks and Wildlife’s 
website has several great pages:

• “Things to Do” 

• “Places to Go” 

• “Events and Festivals”

Recreation.Gov hosts information 
about national parks, fish and  
wildlife refuges, national forests, 
etc. https://www.recreation.gov/ 

Be sure to mark your calendars for 
fee free days in National Parks: 

• January 21
• April 20
• August 25
• September 28
• November 11

ReserveAmerica.com is a  
one-stop website for making  
reservations at lodges, camp-
grounds, marinas, day use areas 
and tours. Learn more.

Gear Up for Less!
Colorado Parks and Wildlife has 
placed backpacks in public librari-
res that can be checked out!  Find a 
library near you here.

Most State Parks with a visitor 
center or public office also offer 
an outdoor activity backpack for 
check-out. These backpacks have 
materials that will help families 
explore and learn about the Park. 
Find additional  information here. 

Did you know you can rent gear 
or buy used gear at a discount-
ed price?  The companies below 
simplify getting outdoor recreation 
gear, so you can spend more time 
enjoying the outdoors.

•    Gear To Go Outfitters

•    Mountain Side Gear Rental 

•    Outdoor Geeks 

•    REI Used Gear and Rentals

•    Wilderness Exchange Unlimited

Stay up to date with SOLE! 
www.cpwsole.org

https://cpw.state.co.us/
https://cpw.State.Co.Us/thingstodo/
https://cpw.State.Co.Us/thingstodo/ 
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/pages/parkmap.Aspx
https://cpw.state.co.us/thingstodo/Pages/Viewing.aspx#EventsFestivals
https://www.recreation.gov/
https://www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/fee-free-parks.htm
https://www.reserveamerica.com/
https://cpw.state.co.us/librarybackpack
https://cpw.state.co.us/thingstodo/Pages/KidsFamilyActivities.aspx
https://geartogooutfitters.com/
https://www.mountainsidegearrental.com/
https://www.outdoorsgeek.com/
https://www.rei.com/used
https://www.wildernessx.com/
http://www.cpwsole.org
https://www.facebook.com/cpwsole/
https://www.instagram.com/cpwsole/


Respect and Care for Colorado!
When venturing out to enjoy  
Colorado’s peaks and prairies, 
we need to respect the places 
we all own and share. We each 
have a reponsibility for taking 
care of our beautiful State. 
Take only pictures, leave only 
foot prints.

By practicing these 7 Leave  
No Trace Principles, you will 
help conserve Colorado’s 
beautiful attractions for  
future generations. 

Leave No Trace is a way to care 
for Colorado. 

1. Know Before You Go.

2. Stick To The Trails

3. Trash the Trash:
Pack it in and Pack it Out

4. Leave It As You Find It

5. Be Careful with Fire

6. Keep Wildlife Wild

7. Share Our Trails and Parks

For more information on Leave 
No Trace, visit LNT.org.

Care for Colorado
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https://lnt.org/


March 17 🔷 Legend of the Leprechaun 
Sunday March 17, 10-11:30am and 1pm-2:30pm
Denver Botanic Gardens 1007 York Street, Denver, CO 80206
Design and create a miniature garden to attract leprechauns. Each 
child will take home a container garden. Designed for families with 
children 5 to 10 years old.
For more information click here.

March       25 🔷 Family workshop: Plants in your Pizza
Monday March 25, 10:00am-11:30am and 1:00pm-2:30pm
Denver Botanic Gardens 1007 York Street, Denver, CO 80206
You can put almost anything on pizza! Discover the plants that make 
this Italian treat possible. Mini pizzas will be made and eaten in class, 
while plants for a pizza herb garden will go home with each child.
For more information click here.

March 30 🔷 City Nature Challenge iNaturalist App Training 
Saturday March 30, 9:00am-11:00am
Audubon Nature Center at Chatfield State Park, 11280 Waterton Road, 
Littleton, CO 80125
Denver Audubon and CPW will host a free training on how to use the 
iNaturalist app for the City Nature Challenge on April 26-29, 2019. 
Registration is required. 
For more information click here

April 

thru May

🔷 Live Bird Banding with Bird Conservancy of the Rockies 
Saturdays & Sundays, Multiple timed sessions 7:30, 8:30, 
9:30 & 10:30am   
Audubon Nature Center at Chatfield State Park, 11280 Waterton Road, 
Littleton, CO 80125
Participants will watch research in action and see warblers, sparrows, 
woodpeckers, thrushes, and other songbirds up close at the Bird 
Conservancy of the Rockies bird banding research station. Easy to 
moderate walking required on flat trails. Registration required. 
For more details and to register click here

April 27 🔷 Denver Metro Nature Challenge BioBlitz 
Saturday April 27, 9:00am-11:00am 
Audubon Nature Center at Chatfield State Park, 11280 Waterton Road, 
Littleton, CO 80125
Help Denver compete in the nationwide City Nature Challenge (CNC)! 
Assist in documenting urban biodiversity using the popular iNatural-
ist.org app to gather information on local wildlife and plants. FREE
For more information click here
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https://www.botanicgardens.org/programs/family-workshop-leprechaun-gardens
https://www.botanicgardens.org/programs/family-workshop-plants-your-pizza
https://www.denveraudubon.org/
https://www.denveraudubon.org/
https://www.denveraudubon.org/


April 27 🔷 Cretaceous Community Carnival at Dinosaur Ridge 
Saturday April 27, 11:00am - 3:00pm
Dinosaur Ridge Main Visitor Center, 16831 W Alameda Pkwy.
Morrison, CO 80465 
Bring the whole family for lots of fun, games and food-dinosaur style. 
Enjoy the rock climbing wall, inflatable slides, bounce houses, and 
games. Tickets will be $1.00 or $20 for 22 tickets.
For more information click here

April        27 🔷 Families About Nature Day (FAN Day) 
Saturday April 27, 10:00am - 1:00pm
Colorado State University Environmental Learning Center, 2400 South 
County Road 9, Fort Collins, CO 80525 
This is a fun, family friendly event with numerous outdoor activities 
along the trails at the Center. Bring a water bottle, walking shoes and 
wear appropriate clothing for the weather. Strollers and wheelchairs 
may have a hard time on the soft surface trails. Free Pizza at 12:30 
pm. Registration required. 
For more information click here

May 12 🔷 Mother’s Day Bird Banding Breakfast
Sunday May 12, timed sessions between 7:00am - 11:30am
Audubon Nature Center at Chatfield State Park, 11280 Waterton Road, 
Littleton, CO 80125
Treat your mother to a one-of-a-kind experience that the whole family 
will enjoy. After a light continental breakfast, enjoy a leisurely spring 
hike and visit the popular Bird Banding Station. Mothers are Free! $16 
additional adult/$8 child. No online registration available – please call 
303-973-9530 or email info@denveraudubon.org to register!
Limited to 60 people.

May 15 🔷 Family Fun Night: Stories and S’Mores 
Saturday May 15,  5:30pm-8pm 
Denver Botanic Gardens 1007 York Street, Denver, CO 80206
Celebrate the start of summer by making s’mores, playing games and 
exploring the Mordecai Children’s Garden. Special guest story-teller, 
Cliff Davidson, will share family friendly stories.
For more information click here.
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http://dinoridge.org/tours-programs/special-events/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdN45tli2cTQDEjNvDS5uh8TH9B83AD2n7uQlIEoVkL1x1eew/viewform
https://www.csuelc.org/event/families-about-nature-day-fan-day-2/
http://catalog.botanicgardens.org/selection.aspx?sch=115045



